Rio Grande SUN, Thursday, January 26, 2017

Armed Robber Wore Bandana

(Courtesy photo)

Espafiola Police Det. George Martinez is asking for the public’s help to identify this man, seen in
surveillance footage from Sunday night, robbing the Giant gas station on Paseo de Ofiate at gunpoint.

Martinez can be reached at 747-6003.

Continued from Al

pack of Marlboro light cigarettes and a bottle of
Patrén tequila.

Officer Cody Martinez, who first responded,
wrote in an incident report that the armed robber
held the gun to Salazar’s head while demanding
he open the register.

While the armed man confronted Salazar and
brought him to the register, Sanchez went to the
bathroom to try to call 911, but her cell phone had
no service.

“Mr. Salazar said he approached the register
and attempted to open it but was too nervous and
the suspect told him hurry up or ill (sic) shoot
you,” Cody Martinez wrote. “Mr. Salazar was
able to open the register and Mr. Salazar stepped
away while the male empties the register of all the
paper currency.”

George Martinez said, based on viewing the
surveillance footage, the armed robber appeared
to take a police or military stance when moving,
keeping the gun trained in front of him. As he left
the store, he still had the gun held in front of him,
as he walked backward out of the door.

Although the convenience store was empty,
except for the two employees, the situation could
have easily escalated into a shooting.

“At any time, if someone had walked out of the
bathroom and freaked him out, he could have dis-
charged his weapon and hit somebody,” George
Martinez said.

He has three solid leads, which should help
identify at least one of the armed robbers.

The man armed with the gun had a piercing
above his left eyebrow and the car the pair left in
was a newer model sedan, evidenced by the turn
signal lights on its mirrors.

George Martinez said Salazar ran out of the
store, shortly after the robbers left, in an attempt
to get their license plate number. However, the
pair parked across the street at the old RHOC Ex-
press, directly across from the Giant, and he was
only able to see them take a left down Fairview
Lane.

How to help
Espafiola Police Det. George Martinez is ask-
ing for the public’s help to identify the armed
robber. If you recognize the man in surveil-
lance footage, printed here, have information

about the robbery, the suspect, or you know
who was involved, you can call him at 747-
6003 and leave a message. Anonymous tips
are welcome.

Salazar was able to determine that the lookout was
about 6-feet tall because there is a measuring tape
attached to the door frame and he observed the
lookout standing next to it.

“Those are the only clues we have right now,”
George Martinez said.

He said it was scary to think that the armed man
would be so brazen to rob the gas station when
three police agencies, on Industrial Park Road,
were so close.

“They may be targeting them because they’re
open 24 hours,” the detective said.

He has one more lead, in addition to the sur-
veillance photos. The night before, on Jan. 21,
someone tried to break into the Shell gas station
on Paseo de Onate, next to Del Norte Credit
Union.

“At the time, one of the employees blocked the
door (because) he was in the back, putting ice in
one of the machines,” George Martinez said.
“They broke the window, then took off. I don’t
know if they thought it was closed, or what.”

He hopes there are no more robberies for the
rest of the week.

“They’re not getting caught, so they’re going to
do it again,” he said.

When it comes to what clerks should do, he
said the best course of action is to follow the rob-
ber’s instructions.

“Definitely comply, do exactly what they say,”
he said. “It’s not worth their life. It’s not worth it.”
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School District Served Jan. 13
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that he and his wife, Lianne Mar-
tinez, were directing all ques-
tions to their Santa Fe lawyer
Dan Cron.

Cron’s secretary said he was
in a meeting and would call a Rio
Grande SUN reporter back. He
had not called back by presstime.

The raids on Trujillo’s and
Torres’s houses came seven days
after the District was served with
a search warrant naming Trujillo,
Torres and Martinez as the tar-
gets of the Jan. 13 search war-
rant.

State Police Spokesperson Sgt.
Elizabeth Armijo wrote in an email
that the Attorney General’s Office
investigators asked State Police of-
ficers to act as security while they
served the two warrants.

“State Police officers main-
tained the scene perimeter for
security purposes only,” Armijo
wrote. “Officers were located at
two perimeters. They did not as-
sist in any other way.”

Investigator Jon Bergevin pre-
vented a Rio Grande SUN reporter
from advancing up the private
drive on which Trujillo’s house
sits, while investigators did their
search.

He and two armed State Police
officers approached the reporter
and demanded that he not pro-
ceed any further up the easement,
which was 10-feet from the back
of an Attorney General’s Office
official’s car, even though there
was no crime scene tape or other
markings of a police boundary.

He said that the owners of the
private drive may be able to force
anyone who is not law enforce-
ment off the easement.

Bergevin said he could not say
anything about what he was do-
ing and directed all questions to
Office Spokesman James Hal-
linan.

Hallinan wrote in an email,
that he could neither confirm nor
deny the existence of an investi-

gation.
When questioned as to why
investigators were directing

questions to him, he repeated the
same statement. When ques-
tioned again, he simply wrote
that he already sent the Office’s
statement.

Rio Arriba County Manager
Tomas Campos wrote in a series
of text messages, that the County
had not been served with any
search warrants.

“I don’t know anything about
it,” Campos wrote, referring to
the search warrant served on Tru-
jillo’s house.
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Mesa Vista Graduate 1997 * Public Servant Since 1998

I am committed to putting our students’ educational needs first.

I will work hard to ensure school officials are held accountable and
will establish and maintain open lines of communication with my
constituents. I would greatly appreciate your vote on February 7,2017.
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+ Life long resident of the district
* Graduate of EVHS 1991
+ Attended Northern New Mexico College and
New Mexico State University
+ Superintendent & Foreman in
the Construction Industry
+ Started my own construction company

Two children in the Espafiola Public Schools

Paid for by Patrick Herrera
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~'School Board District 2
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|'am committed to our community and our
children. Our children are our future.
Keep education in the forefront
Provide more safety and security
Keep students in the district
Keep politics out of education

9 years ago Develop a trade school
Married to a school teacher for 10 years Provide more resources and material for
student and teachers

“I have the energy and passion to make a positive impact on the Espaiiola Valley
School District. | promise to work hard in service for our students and families
E respectfully ask for your vote.” Patrick Herrera
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We will be closzng our doors
as of January 31*,
after 27 years of business.
Thank you for your many years
of patronage.

BIG SALE 500

all cards, books & many other items.
Store fixtures, retail displays, desks,
file cabinets & more

503 Riverview Lane » 753.4025
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He wrote that the only re-
quests the County has received
from the Attorney General’s Of-
fice have been Inspection of Pub-
lic Records Act requests filed in
relation to the piecemeal build-
ing of the La Arbolera park in
Chimay6, which exceeded $1
million in expenditures.

“We fully cooperated,” Cam-
pos wrote. “Nothing to hide on
my end.”

Rio Arriba Sheriff’s Office
Capt. Randy Sanches said investi-
gators notified them about the war-
rants as a courtesy, but deputies
had no involvement with them.

Bergevin has submitted public
record requests to the County and
the District requesting contract
documentation from Torres, Tru-
jillo and David Jason Vigil, fore-
man for Enchantment Painting,
Fencing and Landscaping, LLC.

Vigil and Enchantment did
much of the work on the La Ar-
bolera project, even though Vigil
was mostly unlicensed to per-
form many of the tasks, includ-
ing installation of the playground
equipment.

The first

search warrant

When the District was raided
Jan. 13, Attorney General’s Of-
fice investigators seized emails,
computers and other electronic
data related to the communica-
tions of Torres, Trujillo, Superin-
tendent Eric Martinez, and for-
mer superintendents Danny Tru-
jillo and Bobbie Gutierrez, part
of a list of 25 people from whom
they wanted the communica-
tions.

Trujillo, Torres and Lianne
Martinez are listed as the targets
of the search warrant.

The District’s Records Custo-
dian, Crystal Garcia, said in a
telephone interview Tuesday,
that investigators told her and
Superintendent Eric Martinez
that the search warrant had been
sealed and the only people who
had read the 14 pages of probable
cause for it were the investiga-
tors and District Court Judge
Matthew Wilson, who approved
it, Jan. 12.

The 14 pages of probable
cause listed in the search war-
rant, as given to the District, have
the word “REDACTED” pasted
diagonally across them.

In order for a judge to grant a
search warrant, he must be pre-
sented with probable cause that
either a crime has been commit-
ted, or evidence of a crime is
being concealed somewhere. If
the judge finds there is probable
cause, he will sign the warrant.

Garcia said she asked the in-
vestigators if the search warrant
was related to the public records
lawsuit filed by the Attorney
General’s Office, Jan. 12, seek-
ing a judge to order the District
to hand over 200,000 emails at a
faster rate.

“When we were looking
through (it) we noticed that there
were additional names on the
search warrant, as opposed to the
original IPRA request,” Garcia
said. “They said, that’s a com-
pletely different department and
they’re ‘parallel issues,” that’s
how they said it.”

School contracts

Trujillo and Torres both had
contracts with the District to pro-
vide services.

Trujillo received, for three
consecutive years, beginning in
August 2014, a $50,000 market-
ing contract with the District. His
duties included creating pam-
phlets, creating a plan to attract
students to the District and acting
as spokesman.

In September 2015, Hallinan
confirmed that the Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office opened an inquiry
into the contract Trujillo re-
ceived, but would not elaborate.

On July 6, 2016, the Board ap-
proved Trujillo’s contract for a
third time.

Torres received lobbying con-
tracts from the District, including
a $25,000 contract for the 2015
legislative session and an addi-
tional $15,000 contract for lob-
bying for the 2017 session.

In March 2016, the Attorney
General’s Office confirmed it
was investigating Torres’s prior
contracts with the District.

Before Torres received the
lobbying contract, he was the
project manager for the 2014 in-
stallation of playground equip-
ment at the Alcalde and Som-
brillo elementary schools, and
his company, Painted Rock
Group, received a $56,356 con-
tract to do work at Los Nifios
Kindergarten, following a change
order.
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